This study was undertaken to determine the prevalence of GAS pharyngitis in children and identify the emm types of GAS associated with such infections. Two hundred school children aged four to thirteen years with complaints of sore throat seen at the Pediatric outpatient clinics of a tertiary care hospital were included in the study. The betahaemolytic streptococci isolated from throat swabs from children with pharyngitis were identiÞ ed by serogrouping (co-agglutination method) and then subjected to emm typing by an automated gene sequencing technique. [4] As deÞ ned by the isolation of group A streptococci, the prevalence of GAS pharyngitis was found to be 6% (12 out of 200). This pilot study shows that symptoms such as pain on swallowing and absence of coryza may be used as possible indicators of GAS pharyngitis (Table) . Ten different emm types were found among the 11 isolates. They were emm 1-2.2, emm 55, emm 57, emm 71 (2 isolates), emm 74, emm 82.1, emm 95, emm112.2, st 11014 and a unique sequence, designated as subtype number st2002.1. [5] Our results on emm typing show distinct differences from those reported earlier from Chennai. [2] Our Þ nding on the high level of heterogeneity among GAS isolates causing pharyngitis shows that the molecular epidemiology of streptococcal pharyngitis is distinctly different in endemic areas. However, more such hospital-based studies on GAS isolated from acute and 
